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Table 1. Body weight and rumen content weight of wild sika deer

(Cervus nippon) captured on the grassland in livestock farm
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Table 2. Botanical composition of wild sika deer (Cervus nippon) captured

on the grassland in livestock farm
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Table 3. Nutritional status of wild sika deer (Cervus nippon) captured on the grassland in livestock farm
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Figure 1. Fat attached to kidney of wild sika deer (female, yearling)
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Summary

The main purpose of this study is to obtain fundamental information of feeding behaviours and nutrient
status of wild sika deer (Cervus nippon), in order to develop damage-preventing methods to pastures
from the deer. 13 wild deer on Iriki Livestock farm, which is affiliated to Faculty of Agriculture
Kagoshima University, were captured; and humanly slaughtered to collect the rumens and kidneys. The
rumens from a male and a female deer were investigated with the point-frame methods (n=4, over two
years old.) The rumens of the wild deer captured on the pasture were revealed as follows: graminoid
(Lolium multiflolum Lam,including grass) and sedge weeds (56% to 78%), broad-leaved tree (16% to
43%), and twigs and tree bark (0% to 11%). The percentages of dicotyledonous herbs and fruits were
small, and conifer was not observed. The kidney fat indexes were 13. 1% in bucks (n =5), 26.3 in does
(n=4) and 16.3 in fawns (n = 4). The deer showed normal nutritional status. We concluded that the
deer were mainly foraging on agricultural grassland, and that the farm pasture they invaded had

provided them with a sufficient source of food intake; the deer’s health condition seemed to be normal.

Key words: glass land, kidney fat index, nutritional status, rumen contents, sika deer
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