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Figure 1. Effect of feeding green forage on growth of goslings
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Figure 2. Perosis observed in control plot
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Table 1. Effect of feeding green forage on daily gain and feed conversion of goslings
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The Effect of Green Forage Feeding on Growth and Feed Utilization of Goslings.
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Summary

The objective of this study was to obtain fundamental information regarding the development of rearing
techniques for goslings. We investigated the effect of Lolium multiflorum Lam. green forage feeding on the
growth and feed utilization of 8 goslings (Anser anser domesticus) from age 0 — 41 days. The goslings were
divided into 2 groups: 1) commercial diet (crude protein 18%, metabolizable energy 2,850 cal/g) ad libitum
(control plot, 4 goslings), 2) commercial diet and green forage ad libitum (experimental plot, 4 goslings).

At the end of the experiment (41 days of age), a significant difference was found in the body weights of the
two groups (P < 0.05), with an average body weight of 1,617 g for the control group and 2,279 g for the
experimental group. Perosis was observed in 2 goslings in the control group. A significant difference was
found in the daily weight gain between the 2 groups during the experimental periods (P < 0.05; 36.7 g/day
for control group and 53.7 g/day for experimental group), and feed conversion was 2.7 and 2.1 for the
control and experimental groups, respectively. In conclusion, green forage feeding can improve the growth,

feed utilization and health condition of goslings.
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