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Figure 1. Body measurement parts of captive sika deer
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Figure 2. Outline of the outdoor experimental corral
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Figure 3. Changes in body weight of captive sika deer over time
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Table 1. Body measurements of captive sika deer
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Figure 4. Effects of different net fence heights on jumping ability of captive sika deer
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Figure 5. Behavioral response of captive sika deer to different net fence heights
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Figure 6. Effects of different obstruction depths on jumping ability of captive sika deer
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Figure 7. Behavioral response of captive sika deer to different obstruction depths
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The Growth and Jumping Ability of Captive Sika Deer (Cervus nippon nippon)
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Summary

This study investigated the growth and jumping ability of captive sika deer (Cervus nippon
nippon) to develop a method for preventing their invasion into grasslands. The weights and heights of
two captive sika deer (one male, one female) were recorded from 0 to 36 months old. The male weight
at 36 months was 40 kg, and the female weight was 29 kg. The height at the top of the head was 109
cm and the body length was 75 cm in the male, and 97 cm and 65 cm in the female, respectively,
indicating sex differences. At 34 months old, jumping ability trials were conducted. Both deer could
jump over 120 cm net fences and 210 cm deep obstructions, suggesting no sex differences. Sika deer
can jump over fences ~1.2 times higher than their top-of-head height and obstructions ~3 times longer

than their body length.
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