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Table 1. Wild mammal species recorded with sensor cameras in Kagoshima University
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Figure 1.  Use of the same burrow by raccoon dog (Nyctereutes procyonoides viverrinus)

and Japanese badger (Meles anakuma)
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Figure 2. Monthly relative abundance index (RAI) of Japanese badgers (Meles anakuma)
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Figure 3. Exploratory behavior of Japanese badger (Meles anakuma) in the gutters

(Photographed on January 30, 2019)
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Figure 4.  Foraging tracks by Japanese badger (Meles anakuma) near the field

(Photographed on August 17, 2019)
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Figure 5.  Foraging behavior of Japanese badger (Meles anakuma) toward loquat fruit in the field

(Photographed on May 3, 2019 and May 6, 2019)
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Emergence of Japanese Badger (Meles anakuma) and its Damage to Crops

at Kagoshima University Campus in Regional City
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Summary

The objective of this study was to obtain basic information on the Japanese badger (Meles anakuma)
inhabiting urban areas. We conducted a survey using a camera-trapping technique to determine the frequency
of emergence of wild mammals and their damage to crops at Kagoshima University. Four sensor cameras were
mounted at a training area in the Faculty of Education, an experimental farm in the Faculty of Agriculture (fields
and a livestock barn), and a botanical garden at the Korimoto campus of Kagoshima University from January
to December 2019. The number of photographs of raccoon dog (Nyctereutes procyonoides viverrinus), Japanese
badger, feral cats (Felis catus), and Japanese weasel (Musyela itatsi) recorded by the cameras were 147, 113,
41, and 1, respectively. Japanese badger was most frequently photographed at the training area in the Faculty
of Education. Regarding monthly variations, the relative abundance index of Japanese badger was higher from
May to July and lower from January to March and August than in other months. It was observed in May that
Japanese badger took loquats at the training area in the Faculty of Education. These findings indicate that
Japanese badger lives in the Korimoto campus all year around and that the animal occasionally causes damages

to crops.

Key words: Sensor camera, University campus, Regional city, Japanese badger (Meles anakuma), Damage to
crops

" Correspondence to : Koji Takayama (Laboratory of Animal Behaviour and Management, Department of
Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources, Faculty of Agriculture, Kagoshima University)

Tel (Fax) : 099-285-8591, E-mail : takayama@agri.kagoshima-u.ac.jp

30



